
FROM THE 
PASTOR’S DESK
 Is tithing under the Law or good stewardship? Some people think it is too 
personal to talk about. If this issue is not settled in our minds and hearts, we will not 
accomplish what the Lord would have us do. The tithe is giving a tenth of your income 
to the Lord. The tithe is first spoken of as early as Genesis 14 which pre-dates the Law 
by 500-600 years. Jacob promised a tenth in Genesis 28. Under the Law the Jews were 
accountable to give 3 different tithes.

 “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows 

of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” 
[Malachi 3:10]

 If ignored, the Jews got into trouble. It showed a lack of faith in the Lord to take 
care of them. Malachi actually told the people they were robbing God by withholding their 
tithe. God demands our best! The best in giving, serving and worship. Does He get it?
 Tithing is a means of Gods’ people to prove Him, so that He could show forth 
His power to care for His people. Giving isn’t to buy Gods’ favor. By obeying our Lords’ 
commands, we show our belief in Him. God says He will provide for us in such a way 
that we will not have room to receive it. He causes us to prosper. He protects us. There is a 
song that goes, “Little is much when God is in it.” He can make a small amount go much 
further than we can make a large amount go. Many say they believe that, but they don’t 
follow through and give.
 So how do we put this principle into work? Our Lord doesn’t lower the standard 
in the New Testament. I believe we are held to a higher standard as we understand and 
grow in the grace of God. We are to give as God prospers us, as seen in 1 Corinthians 
16. We will reap what we sow. If we sow sparingly, we will reap sparingly. There isn’t a set 
amount that we are told to give. There is a story of a widow who gave all she had. Our 
Lord commanded Zacchaeus to give 50 %. I believe the least we ought to give is a tithe 
(10%), but what is more important than the amount is the attitude. The Lord loves a 
cheerful giver. How we manage our money speaks volumes about what we really believe 
and how much we really trust God. Where your money goes shows what is priority or 
pre-eminent in your life.
 Generous giving flows from God’s blessing which flows from obedient living. Jesus 
tells us we ought to tithe in Matthew 23:23. That leaves us to ask of ourselves, “Have I 
robbed God?” [Malachi 3:10]
 I would encourage you as your Pastor to begin with 10% if you haven’t started 
giving yet. This principle is timeless: No one can outgive God. I have never seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor His seed begging for bread.
 May we worship our Lord wholeheartedly. • Pastor Steve
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{SCHEDULE OF SERVICES}
{ SUNDAY }

Sunday School - 10:00 am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm

{ WEDNESDAY }
Evening Bible Study - 7:00 pm

Visit us online at www.nlbclex.com!

FINANCIAL REPORT
GENERAL FUND 

Monthly Goal     $ 6,350.00

January Total   $ 5,724.90

   difference of -($   625.10)

Baptist Faith Missions

January Total $    390.00

Building Fund

January Total $       0.00

WWW.NLBCLEX.COM

“God Himself gave 
Himself to save us 

from Himself.”
             -John Stott

View this quote and more 
like it on the “Thursday’s 
Theological Tweet” 
feature on our blog. 
www.nlbclex.com

Missed a sermon lately? 
You can listen to all of them 
for free at http://audio.nlbclex.com.



Missionary of the 
Month
Jud & Raquel Hatcher 

in Manaus, Brazil
Jud and Raquel Hatcher serve the Lord in Manaus, Brazil. 

Th ey are part of the “SeedFactory” church planting initiative, which 
is a movement to plant churches in all 26 Brazilian capitals. In turn, 
each church becomes an equipping center designed to further expand 
into the smaller cities of the state and each new church continually 
plants new churches throughout their region. Since 2006, 43 churches 
have been started in 5 states.
 Jud is a third generation missionary to Brazil (son of Paul 
& Wanda Hatcher and 
grandson of John & Alta 
Hatcher). He was born 
in Manaus to American 
parents and is a dual 
citizen who is bilingual and 
bicultural. Jud graduated 
from Lexington Baptist 
College in 1998 with a B.A. 
in Biblical Studies/Youth 
Ministry. He met Raquel, a 
native Brazilian, when he 
was 14 years old and they 
have been married since 1999. Th ey lived in Virginia for 7 years where 
they attended Regent University for grad school. Since then, they have 
been blessed with four children: Sarah, Laura, and Benjamin, and 
Melissa!
 You can keep up with what the Lord is doing through the 
Hatchers on the BFM blog at www.baptistfaithmissions.org/BFM_
Blog. You can also follow Jud on Twitter @judhatcher.

Our Youth Group will be going 
to Winter Jam at Rupp Arena on 
Saturday, March 16. Cost is $10. 
Artists include TobyMac, Jamie 
Grace, Matthew West, and more. 
Keep that date open and talk to 
Bro. Wayne Gabbard if you’re 
interested in going! 

BAPTIST FAITH 

MISSIONS .org

Our Little• Lifers kids class takes place 
every Wednesday night at 7:00. Th ey are 
currently learning about the attributes of 
God, led by Sis. Becky Vance & Sis. Lydia 
Wainright! Be in prayer for them as they 
prepare and pray for little hearts to be 
softened.  

FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
week of  Sunday, February 3
              sunday 10 |   10:00a - Sunday School
          11:00a - Morning Worship
            6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 6 |  7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, February 10
              sunday 10 |   10:00a - Sunday School
          11:00a - Morning Worship
            2:00p - Veteran’s Center Service
    in Wilmore
            6:00p - Evening Service
             wednesday 13 | 7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, February 17
  sunday 17 |     10:00a - Sunday School
           11:00a - Morning Worship
             6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 20 |  7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, February 24
  sunday 24 |     10:00a - Sunday School
           11:00a - Morning Worship
             6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 27 |  7:00p - Evening Service

6- Anita Bertram
8- Gavin Estes
10- Chandler Dawson

10- Sherry Sparks
18- Joseph Baker
28- Beath Sparks

Happy Birthday!

ODALI & KATHY BARROS – Praise God for professions of faith in Christ.
HAROLD BRATCHER - Pray for his relocation in the U.S.  Praise God for 
his safe travel back to the U.S.
MIKE & BEV CREIGLOW - Praise God for a new church established and 
for on-going evangelistic outreach into their city.
JOHN & ALTA HATCHER - Pray that God will give them a break-through 
in Assai and encourage them in their struggles there.  Praise God also 
for these faithful and fruitful evangelists and church-planting warriors – 
58 years and still going!
JOHN & JUDY HATCHER - Praise God for their safe return to France and 
for reunions with past converts to Christ.
A.J. & BARB HENSLEY - Pray for their fi rst services in their new church 
plant, Caragua Baptist Church.  Praise God for reports of new converts 
to Christ. 
NATHAN & CARRIE RADFORD - Pray for the renewal of their work permit 
to remain in Kenya and for the struggling church plant in Shangalamwe.
ROGER & JULIE TATE - Pray for God to cover them and shield them with 
His Spirit from the discouragements of ministry – and also that the Lord 
will establish the infant church at Shangalamwe.
SHERIDAN & ANITA STANTON – Praise God for a safe return to Peru.  
Pray for Anita’s sister, Hilda.
BOBBY & CHARLENE WACASER - Pray for them and their church as they 
seek to reach other neighborhoods, especially Corbelia.  Praise God for 
His protection in recent accidents.
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PRAY & PRAISE!


