
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
 There is a standard set in God’s Word that we are called to live by: “Be ye holy for 
I am holy.” We practice church discipline because we want the best for others and because 
we want what is best for preserving the unity, purity, and holiness of our church. It’s not 
“digging for sin.” 

 Some reasons for church discipline: 
 -Spreading false doctrine
 -Living an immoral life out in the open
 -Someone being divisive and causing division in the church
 -Not in attendance

 In Matthew 18, in verses 10-14, we see the Shepherd rejoicing with the one 
sheep who comes back. If you have a problem with someone, go talk to them (vs. 
15-20). Habitual, public, known, out-in-the-open, common-knowledge sin must be 
confronted. It must first be confronted alone and if there is no repentance, then one 
or two others must go along to confront. If there is still no repentance, the matter is 
to be brought before the church. As this principal is put into practice, we must have a 
forgiving spirit (vs. 21). 
 There are degrees of discipline, but this is left in the Lord, the Judge’s, hands. 
We can see examples of this in Acts 5 where the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira put 
great fear in the church. Through this, the Lord purged the church, but note further 
down that He also added to His church. 
 In 1 Corinthians 5, we read of a case where a man was living in blatant, open 
sin. Paul expected the church at Corinth to pronounce judgment on the wicked person 
and put him away. The reasoning behind delivering them over to Satan is that they may 
repent (1 Timothy 1:20). God gives them the opportunity to repent. 
 If we do not deal with sin in the body, it will both infect and affect the body. 
When we confront sin, we are seeking to restore. To restore means to set back into 
place, as you would do a broken bone. We must restore with a gentle spirit, not a harsh 
and critical attitude. (A good example is Jesus dealing with an adulterous woman in 
John 8. )

“If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness...” {Galatians 6:1}

 The goal of church discipline is not to kick someone when they’re down, but 
to restore that brother or sister. Try to talk to them. Reach out to them. The whole 
purpose is to bring them to restoration and back to living right with God. 

 “But what if they turn back again?” Forgive them again. In 2 Corinthians 2:2-
11, Paul is perhaps referring to the man he initially addressed in 1 Corinthians 5. What 
does he tell the church at Corinth to do? 

“Conf irm your love toward him.” {2 Corinthians 2:8}
 Ultimately, we are to love. And disciplining is love. 

                • Pastor Steve
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I sin like a man, 
but He forgives 

like a God. 
-Charles H. Spurgeon  

@Spurgeon_ on Twitter

View this quote and more 
like it on the “Thursday’s 
Theological Tweet” 
feature on our blog. 
www.nlbclex.com

Like us on

www.facebook.com/nlbclex



Missionary of the 
Month
Odali & Kathy Barros in Brazil
Odali and Kathy Barros have served the Lord in Sao Paulo, Brazil for 
many years. Odali is pastoring a new church they started in Garça, the 
Community Baptist Church. Th e Barros Family runs “Alpha Omega 
Family Development,” which provides a home and stability for needy 
people, many of whom are recovering drug addicts, etc. Th ey also 
faithfully go into the public schools with Gospel presentations.

Odali, a native Brazilian, was saved under the ministry of Mike Creiglow. 
Kathy is the daughter of John and Alta Hatcher and has lived in Brazil 
her whole life. She was saved at Chapada Baptist Church in Manaus. 
Odali and Kathy were introduced by Stephen Bratcher, son of Harold 
Bratcher, another one of our long-time missionaries to Brazil. Th ey have 
been blessed with 3 grown children, 3 
younger children they have adopted, and 9 
grandchildren.Be sure to keep up with what 
the Lord is doing through them on the BFM 
FaithWORKS blog at 
www.baptistfaithmissions.org/BFM_Blog.

Contact Info:
Av. Victor Hugo Boaretto S/N
Garca, Sao Paulo
17.400,000
Brasil, S.A.
odali_kathy@hotmail.com

JULY AT A GLANCE
week of  Sunday, July 7
              sunday 7  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service
     - Lord’s Supper

tuesday 9  |   6:30p - Ladies’ SummerFest
wednesday 10  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, July 14
              sunday 14    | 10:00a - Sunday School
             11:00a - Morning Worship
                 2:00p - Veteran’s Center Service
     in Wilmore
                 6:00p - Evening Service
             wednesday 17  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, July 21
  sunday 21  | 10:00a - Sunday School
                        11:00a - Morning Worship
                   6:00p - Evening Service

tuesday 23  |   6:30p - Ladies’ SummerFest
wednesday 24   |   7:00p - Evening Service 

week of  Sunday, July 28
  sunday 28  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 31  |   7:00p - Evening Service
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Happy Birthday

3- Paul Johnson
7- Steve & Lydia Wainright
11- Landon Estes
13- Anthony & Becky Vance 
15- Gloria Walters
27- Paul & Barbara Johnson
28- Ava Vance
30- Simone Bellmer

& Anniversary!

Summer Fest
(for the ladies)

Feasting on the Word, Fellowship, & Food
at the home of Janna Riley

604 Drifter Way -- Lexington
July 9, July 23, August 6

6:30 p.m.

ced
You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. {Psalm 16:11}
“If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it 
would seem that Our Lord fi nds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about 
with drink and sex and ambition when infi nite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud 
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily 
pleased.” -C.S. Lewis in The Weight of Glory


