
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Has God called you to ministry? Though all Christians are called to serve the cause of 
Christ, God calls certain persons to serve the Church as pastors and other ministers. 
Writing to young Timothy, the Apostle Paul confirmed that if a man aspires to be a pastor, 
“it is a fine work he aspires to do” (1 Tim 3:1, NASB). Likewise, it is a high honor to be 
called of God into the ministry of the Church. How do you know if God is calling you?

First, there is an inward call. Through His Spirit, God speaks to those persons He has 
called to serve as pastors and ministers of His Church. The great Reformer Martin Luther 
described this inward call as “God’s voice heard by faith.” Those whom God has called 
know this call by a sense of leading, purpose, and growing commitment.

Charles Spurgeon identified the first sign of God’s call to the ministry as “an intense, all-
absorbing desire for the work.” Those called by God sense a growing compulsion to preach 
and teach the Word, and to minister to the people of God.

This sense of compulsion should prompt the believer to consider whether God may be 
calling him to the ministry. Has God gifted you with the fervent desire to preach? Has 
He equipped you with the gifts necessary for ministry? Do you love God’s Word and feel 
called to teach? Spurgeon warned those who sought his counsel not to preach if they could 
help it. “But,” Spurgeon continued, “if he cannot help it, and he must preach or die, 
then he is the man.” That sense of urgent commission is one of the central marks of an 
authentic call.

Second, there is the external call. Baptists believe that God uses the congregation to “call 
out the called” to ministry. The congregation must evaluate and affirm the calling and 
gifts of the believer who feels called to the ministry. As a family of faith, the congregation 
should recognize and celebrate the gifts of ministry given to its members, and take 
responsibility to encourage those whom God has called to respond to that call with joy and 
submission. These days, many persons think of careers rather than callings. The biblical 
challenge to “consider your call” should be extended from the call to salvation to the call to 
the ministry.

John Newton, famous for writing “Amazing Grace,” once remarked: “None but He who 
made the world can make a Minister of the Gospel.” Only God can call a true minister, 
and only He can grant the minister the gifts necessary for service. But the great promise of 
Scripture is that God does call ministers, and presents these servants as gifts to the Church.

One key issue here is a common misunderstanding about the will of God. Some models 
of evangelical piety imply that God’s will is something difficult for us to accept. We 
sometimes confuse this further by talking about “surrendering” to the will of God. As Paul 
makes clear in Romans 12:2, the will of God is good, worthy of eager acceptance, and 
perfect. Those called by God to preach will be given a desire to preach as well as the gift of 
preaching. Beyond this, the God-called preacher will feel the same compulsion as the great 
Apostle, who said, “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16, ESV).

Consider your calling. Do you sense that God is calling you to ministry, whether as a 
pastor or as another servant of the Church? Do you burn with a compulsion to proclaim 
the Word, share the Gospel, and care for God’s flock? Has this call been confirmed and 
encouraged by those Christians who know you best?

God still calls ... has He called you? 

From ReligionToday.com: “Has God Called You? Discerning the Call to 
Preach” by Albert Mohler, President, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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Sunday School - 10:00 am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm

{ WEDNESDAY }
Evening Bible Study - 7:00 pm
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“When you fi nally
hear & believe 

the drumbeat of the gospel, 
the rhythm of your life 

changes. It gets in step with 
the gospel.” -John Piper

via @desiringGod
on Twitter

View this quote and more 
like it on the “Thursday’s 
Theological Tweet” 
feature on our blog. 
www.nlbclex.com
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www.facebook.com/nlbclex



Missionary of the 
Month: John Mark & Judy   
        Hatcher in France
 
John Mark and Judy Hatcher have been serving the Lord in 
Tournefeuille, France since 1999. Th ey defi ne their ministry as 
“disciple-making,” meaning they contact people, build relationships, 
communicate the Gospel, and help those who place their faith in 
Christ to mature in Him, follow the Lord in baptism, serve, and be 
united together as a church. 

Th e Hatchers hold Sunday meetings in their home and youth 
meetings where they discuss Scripture, 
have a question and answer time, and 
sing. Th ey also conduct inductive Bible 
Studies with those who are interested 
and hold a children’s Bible study. 

When John Mark was two years old, 
his parents moved to Manaus, Brazil to 
serve as missionaries. He was saved at 
the age of six. Judy was raised by godly 
parents in South Shore, Kentucky in the First Baptist Church of 
South Shore, where she received Christ at the age of 10. Th ey met 
in Lexington, Kentucky and moved to Manaus, Brazil following 
their marriage. Th e Lord took them to Evansville, Indiana where 
they served Emmanuel Baptist Church for 25 years before 
following the Lord’s call to France.            

Contact Info:
4, rue d’Aspin

31170 Tournefeuille, France
JMHatcher@aol.com

AUGUST AT A GLANCE
week of  Sunday, August 4
              sunday 4  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

tuesday 6  |   6:30p - Ladies’ SummerFest
wednesday 7  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, August 11
              sunday 11    | 10:00a - Sunday School
             11:00a - Morning Worship
                 2:00p - Veteran’s Center Service
     in Wilmore
                 6:00p - Evening Service
             wednesday 14  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, August 18
  sunday 18  | 10:00a - Sunday School
                        11:00a - Morning Worship
                   6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 21   |   7:00p - Evening Service 
saturday 24  |   2:00p - Men’s Fellowship

week of  Sunday, August 25
  sunday 25  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 28  |   7:00p - Evening Service
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Happy Birthday

3- Erica Ghalley
3- Abigail Norris
4- Sam Stone
8- Julian Fields
14- Isaiah Bellmer
18- Steve Wainright
20- Wayne & Sherry Sparks 
21- Molly Norris
27- Carl & Brenda Bradshaw 
27- Lucian Sword
28- Dorcie Cole

& Anniversary!
Summer Fest
                                (for the ladies)
Tuesday, August 6 @ 6:30 p.m.
Feasting on the Word, Fellowship, & Food
at the home of Janna Riley: 604 Drifter Way

Men’s outing
Saturday, August 24
In the aft ernoon...at the home of Chick & 
Linda Baker. A study on “Prayer” will be 
led by Bro. Paul and food will be catered by 
Fazoli’s. See Bro. Wayne Gabbard for details.

“He need not have done anything about our sins 
except punish us as we deserved. But He loved us; 
so He redeemed us, forgave us.” -J.I. Packer


