
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
To our little flock at New Life Baptist,

 I would like to take the next few newsletters and cover an area near 
to my heart. It concerns the doctrine of the church. Many people, including 
many Christians, have no idea how to rightly define a church. One must 
understand what a church is to love it, serve through it and glorify the Lord 
in it. Without a proper understanding, members will be negligent about 
attending, serving, giving, worship and fellowship. Unfortunately we see this 
in many churches in our day and time. 

 In Matthew 16 our Lord said He would build His church upon a 
rock. I believe He built His church on Himself (He is our Rock and the 
chief cornerstone) with the apostles being the foundation. From Matthew 
16 we can see our Lord started His church while He was here on earth. His 
church did not start in the book of Acts as many believe.  It already existed 
at this point. 

 We must understand what kind of church Jesus started. The kind 
He started was only one kind, not many. In our culture today there are so 
many kinds of churches one can easily be confused. Some solve this problem 
by believing in a universal, invisible church. This theory would comprise all 
believers. It is clear in Scripture that the kind of church that our Lord started 
was a local, visible body of baptized believers. We must conclude either 
Jesus started two kinds of churches, a local, visible body and a universal and 
invisible body OR only one kind, a local visible body. It is my understanding 
of Scripture that He started a local, visible body. 

 The Greek word for church is “Ekklesia.”  Many dissect this word 
and give it meaning.  “Ek” by itself means out or out of.  “Klesia” or “kaleo” 
means to call,  hence some give the word meaning to call out or the called out.  
Context must always determine the meaning.  “Ekklesia” in the context of 
Scripture always means assembly.  It makes sense to use it that way unless the 
context demands a different meaning.  The Lord started His kind of assembly 
while here upon earth and that was just one kind of assembly.  He also stated 
in Matthew 16:18 that the gates of Hell would not prevail against it or it 
would not go out of existence.  Therefore, we conclude the kind of church or 
assembly Jesus started is only one kind and it is still in existence today.  

 This demands the question, “What kind of church did Jesus start?”  
We have so many kinds, Church of God, Church of Christ, Church of the 
Firstborn, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian…and the list goes on and on.  
Some estimate there are 33,000-40,000 different denominations.  Now that 
is confusing!  

 A local church has major implications, which will be discussed in 
future newsletters. 
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“Only as I place my 
hope in God am I freed from 

this compulsive pursuit of 
the next thing that I think 

will satisfy my soul.” 
-Adam Holz 

via @BoundlessTeam
on Twitter

View this quote and more 
like it on the “Thursday’s 
Theological Tweet” 
feature on our blog. 
www.nlbclex.com

Like us on

www.facebook.com/nlbclex



Missionary of the 
Month: 
    Mike & Beverly Creiglow in Brazil
 
Mike and Beverly Creiglow have served the Lord in Cruzeiro do Sul, 
Acre, Brazil together for over 40 years. Th e state of Acre is located 
in the northwest corner of Brazil and is bordered by Peru on the 
west.

Th ey serve at First Baptist Church in Cruzeiro do Sul, which Mike 
has pastored since 1978. First Baptist was organized in 1929 by 
Joseph Brandon, the fi rst missionary supported through BFM. It 
has served as the launching pad for many churches and mission 
points. Th is church is in the middle of relocating and raising funds 
for their new building. 

Mike builds his own boats and frequently travels up and down the 
Juruá River preaching the Gospel to those who 
have never heard. In the past few years, the 
Lord has opened an incredible door for them 
to reach the Ashaninka Indians of Peru. Most 
recently, Mike took a motorcyle trip through 
the Andes Mountains, where his heart was 
greatly burdened by the lack of churches. 

Th eir church has multiple ministries to the people of Brazil. One 
ministry is called “IDE,” which is Portuguese for “Go.” Th ey send 
a group to diff erent towns and villages several times during the 
year to give haircuts, teach dental hygiene, etc. During the day, 
the children are told Bible stories and at night, there is a church 
service. Th is ministry is completely funded by the local church.

Mike was saved at the age of 10. When he was 12 years old, 
his family moved to Brazil as missionaries. Bev was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri and raised in Alton, Illinois. She was saved under 
her father’s ministry at the age of 9. Mike and Bev have been 
married 43 years and have been blessed with four children and 8 
grandchildren.

Contact Info:
Caixa Postal 24

9980 Cruzeiro do Sol
Acre, Brasil SA

mdcreig@hotmail.com
www.creiglowsinbrazil.com

Harold Bratcher 
 (on permanent furlough from Brazil)

Harold Bratcher served the Lord in the Amazon Valley for 52 ½ 
years from July 15, 1959 through December 29, 2012. His dear 
wife Marie, faithfully served with him for nearly 52 years until her 
death in February 2011. 

Th e Bratchers organized over 20 Baptist churches and many other 
missions in the Amazon Valley. Harold has pastored three churches 
and has traveled extensively up and down the Amazon to mission 
points. He pastored the 24th of December Baptist Church for 30 
years and under his leadership, the congregation grew from 40 
members to 250. In 1999, he accepted the pastorate of the 24th of 
March Baptist Church (named in honor of his birthday), where he 
served until 2012. He is now on permanent furlough in Kentucky, 
still in the service of the Savior. 

Please be in prayer for him--that the Lord would strengthen his 
spirits and continue to give him good health. 

SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE
week of  Sunday, September 1
              sunday 1  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 4  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, September 8
              sunday 8   | 10:00a - Sunday School
             11:00a - Morning Worship
                 2:00p - Veteran’s Center Service
     in Wilmore
                 6:00p - Evening Service
             wednesday 11  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, September 15
  sunday 15  | 10:00a - Sunday School
                        11:00a - Morning Worship
                   6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 18   |   7:00p - Evening Service 

week of  Sunday, September 22
  sunday 22  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 25  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, September 29
  sunday 29  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 2  |   7:00p - Evening Service
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Happy Birthday

1- Debbie & Cecil Stone 
3- Cecil Stone
4- Tom & Janna Riley 
7- Tyler Grimes
8- Katiria Duff
23- Harry Sparks
24- Conner Dawson
25- Bijaya & Mery Ghalley 
28- Jason & Nikki Estes 
29- Andrew Duff
29- Andrew & Barbara Duff 
30- Micheal Drury

& Anniversary!


