
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
How to Recognize a Spirit-Filled Church
       by Eric Davis at TheCrippleGate.com, abridged

Church advertisements can be interesting. I’ve seen things like, “Always an open door,” 
one that advertised a concealed weapons class, and “You have a friend request from Jesus: 
Accept? Ignore?” But one that confused me the first time I saw it was “Spirit-filled.” What 
does that mean? And are only some churches Spirit-filled? Or all of them? Or partially 
filled? What’s the difference between a Spirit-filled and non-Spirit-filled church?

Generally, the advertisement means that the Holy Spirit’s power and presence are 
observable in that local church. Praise God if that’s true. And there’s nothing inherently 
wrong with such advertising. But, assuming accurate advertising, what ought we expect 
from such a church? What will that look like?

Here are 11 evidences of the Spirit’s power and presence in a local church:
1. A focus on the biblical Person and work of Christ. [John 14:26, 15:26, 16:14; 1 Cor. 
12:3] The Spirit-filled church will floodlight, from many angles, the biblical Jesus.

2. A congregation converted to Christ.
Since the birth of the church by the Holy Spirit, the most powerful thing he does is 
convert dead sinners to faith in Christ. No one in the universe except him has the power 
to bring spiritual life. [John 3:5; Ezekiel 37:1-14] Don’t take for granted when you see it; 
even a church of 10 people converted to Christ. What you’re seeing is a colossal display of 
power; the greatest in the universe. It’s a glorious sight. 

3. A lot of godly people.
Even if you’re not a dendrologist, identifying a particular fruit tree is simple: look at its 
fruit. So it is with identifying the presence and power of the Spirit. His fruit (singular) in 
those He indwells is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. [Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 5:20-21; Phil. 2:1-8; Col. 3:17]

4. A love for God’s Word.
Practically that will look like many things: a hunger for the word, a love for hearing and 
reading the word, a desire to discuss the word, a reverence for the word, a church governed 
by the word, and a people being transformed by the word. It will look like a priority to be 
equipped by the word over being entertained by the world. [Eph. 5:18, Col. 3:16]

5. A love for biblical preaching.
One thing that is obvious about that newly, Holy Spirit-hatched people in Acts is that 
they loved biblical preaching. [Acts 2:42-47, 14-35, 3:12-26, 7:2-53] You can be sure that 
the Spirit is powerfully at work where the people crave the bible unpacked and doctrines 
explained; where there is a love for the explanation, illustration, and application of 
Scripture.

6. A lot of people serving.
“Each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” and “edification of 
the church”. So, one certain expression of the Spirit will be people actively working to 
build up the church. [1 Cor. 12:7, 14: 12, 26; Acts 2:4, 4:8, 31, 13:9] So, the power and 
presence of the Spirit in a local church will look like an army of servants doing the work of 
the ministry, unprodded by people, but in light of Christ’s love.

7. A humble focus on conviction and repentance of sin.
The Spirit-filled church will look like a people humbly confessing their sin without fearing 
one another, sorrowfully discussing their sin without fleeing one another, intentionally 
turning from their sin without isolating one another, and always ending up at the cross. 
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FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
week of  Sunday, February 2
              sunday 2 | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
                  6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 5  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, February 9
              sunday 9 | 10:00a - Sunday School
             11:00a - Morning Worship
                 2:00p - Veteran’s Center Service
     in Wilmore
       5:15p - Choir Practice
                 6:00p - Evening Service
             wednesday 12  |   7:00p - Evening Service

week of  Sunday, February 16
  sunday 16  | 10:00a - Sunday School
                        11:00a - Morning Worship
       5:15p - Choir Practice
                   6:00p - Evening Service

wednesday 19  |   7:00p - Evening Service 

week of  Sunday, February 23
  sunday 23  | 10:00a - Sunday School
              11:00a - Morning Worship
       5:15p - Choir Practice
                  6:00p - Evening Service
     - Business Meeting

wednesday 26 |  7:00p - Evening Service
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[Ezek. 36:31, John 16:8]

8. An atmosphere where it’s the 
norm to lovingly confront sin.
This will look like an atmosphere 
where sin is safe but not safe. 
It’s safe, in the sense that there 
is a loving, family-like trust 
among one another where we 
can be confronted if necessary, 
but know that we will not be 
condemned. However, sin is 
unsafe because it will necessarily 
be confronted and eradicated by 
the Spirit. [Gal. 6:1-3]

9. A place where the flesh 
cannot last long.
It will be a place where the flesh 
can run, but it can’t hide. Christ 
cares too much for his church to 
have it any other way. 

10. An orderliness and 
intelligibility when gathered.
Though the Corinthians in ch. 
12-14 might disagree, so far 

from hindering the power of 
the Spirit, an orderliness when 
gathered invites and evidences 
His power.

11. A desire to exist in unity 
with each other.
That which produces true 
biblical unity will be visible. For 
example: humility, believing 
the best about one another, 
looking for common ground, 
serving each other, a desire for 
relationships, grieving over and 
attempting to biblically solve 
division in the congregation, 
and an overall sharing of life 
among people with many surface 
differences. [Eph. 4:3-4]

We could add many things to 
this list: an assurance that we are 
God’s children by the finished 
work of Christ [Rom. 8:15-17], 
a perseverance in suffering [Rom. 
5:2-5], a cheerful diligence to 
obey God’s commands [Ezek. 
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Jud & Raquel Hatcher 

in Manaus, Brazil
Jud and Raquel Hatcher serve the Lord in Manaus, Brazil. 

Th ey are part of the “SeedFactory” church planting initiative, which 
is a movement to plant churches in all 26 Brazilian capitals. In turn, 
each church becomes an equipping center designed to further expand 
into the smaller cities of the state and each new church continually 
plants new churches throughout their region. Since 2006, 43 churches 
have been started in 5 states. Th eir newest plant, Ativa, is bursting at 
the seams and is searching for a new place to meet. 
 Jud is a third 
generation missionary 
to Brazil (son of Paul 
& Wanda Hatcher and 
grandson of John & Alta 
Hatcher). He was born 
in Manaus to American 
parents and is a dual 
citizen who is bilingual and 
bicultural. Jud graduated 
from Lexington Baptist 
College in 1998 with a B.A. 
in Biblical Studies/Youth 
Ministry. He met Raquel, a native Brazilian, when he was 14 years 
old and they have been married since 1999. Th ey lived in Virginia for 
7 years where they attended Regent University for grad school. Since 
then, they have been blessed with four children: Sarah, Laura, and 
Benjamin, and Melissa!
 You can keep up with what the Lord is doing through the 
Hatchers on the BFM blog at www.baptistfaithmissions.org/BFM_
Blog. You can also follow Jud on Twitter @judhatcher.

Directory Update
Please take a minute to check your information in the 2014 Church 
Directory on the front table before it goes to print. If anything needs 
to be corrected, please write the changes directly on the page. If 
everything is correct, put a check mark by your name. Thank you! 

36:27, Rom. 8:4], and a delight to sing biblically-sound songs 
with one another [Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16]. All that to say, when the 
Holy Spirit is present in a local church, it’s going to be gloriously 
obvious. When he blows through a congregation, it will be 
unmistakable: he will gather a converted people whose lives are 
being enriched in Scripture such that they love, serve, and repent 
with the result that Christ is put in lights.

*We encourage you to read this article in its entirety at
http://thecripplegate.com/the-spirit-filled-local-church/


